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Jade brings the right balance of strategic thinking, empathy,
and trial skills to her work as an associate in Zuckerman
Spaeder’s Washington, DC office.

When lives and reputations are on the line, Jade is a
compassionate and fierce advocate who is dedicated to
doing everything she can to advance her clients’ goals, no
matter how challenging the circumstances.

Over the last several years in private practice, Jade has
represented clients in white collar cases, government
investigations, campus disciplinary proceedings, and
professional responsibility matters. She has prepared
numerous cases for trial and argued motions in federal
district courts. She is also dedicated to her pro bono clients,
including people seeking compassionate release.

Prior to entering private practice, Jade held both policy and
litigation roles. While in London, Jade worked as a Trade
Policy & Strategy Advisor for the UK Civil Service. She also
worked at Privacy International, a non-profit, where she
challenged government surveillance practices and defended
the right to privacy to support democracy and protect
people’s dignity.

Before working in the UK, Jade defended clients in the
District of Columbia. She served as a Supervising Attorney
and Interim Criminal Division Director at Rising for Justice in
DC. She represented clients accused of felonies and
misdemeanors in criminal court, and clients accused of
domestic violence in civil protection order court. She
managed her own caseload while supervising other criminal
division lawyers, law school students, and associates from DC
law firms in their pro bono efforts.

Jade graduated from Yale Law School, where she assisted in
death penalty litigation, defended clients in criminal cases,
and helped draft amicus briefs on legal ethics and ineffective
assistance of counsel issues. She was a board member of Yale
Law Women, the Alliance for Diversity, and the Clinical
Student Board. During law school, Jade spent two summers
working for the Legal Aid Society in New York City and the
Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia.

Community involvement

Board Member, DC Justice Lab

 

Washington, DC  
  +1 202.778.1807
  202.822.8106 - Fax
  jchong-smith@zuckerman.com

Practice focus

White Collar Defense

Investigations

Legal Profession and Ethics

Education

Yale Law School, J.D., 2016

McGill University, B.A. & Sc.,
with honors, 2013
 

Languages
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Recognitions

DCA Live, Emerging Woman Leader in Private Practice,
2024

Bar admissions

  District of Columbia

  California

Court admissions

  U.S. District Court, District of Columbia

  U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois

  U.S. District Court, Central District of California

Representative matters

Prepared government contracting fraud and other white-
collar cases for jury trials in federal district courts.

Helped client obtain a probation-only sentence in white
collar case involving numerous wire fraud and conspiracy
counts when the prosecution was seeking a lengthy
period of incarceration.

Prepared clients to testify as witnesses in federal criminal
cases, in Congressional investigations, and pursuant to
grand jury subpoenas.

Represented lawyers in disciplinary proceedings before
state bars, resulting in dismissals with prejudice of
complaints seeking disbarment and suspensions without
such complaints ever becoming public.

Counseled law firms, non-profit organizations, and
attorneys regarding their ethical obligations.

Obtained dismissal at motion to dismiss stage for
government employee in civil action.

Represented students in college and university
disciplinary proceedings and obtained findings of not
responsible.

Prepared adult felony and misdemeanor, juvenile, and
civil protection order cases for trial in DC Superior Court. 

Obtained dismissals with prejudice for Brady violations in
criminal cases in DC Superior Court.
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Conducted suppression hearings and other evidentiary
hearings in DC Superior Court.
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